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eved that by outlawing trade union organisations in a few
countries of Asia, they could stop the united action of
the working class. They were wrong. This action will
not be stopped. They have banned and made illegal
trade union and other democratic organisations. By
doing so, they made it inevitable that the working class
should resort to illegal activities, which are necessarily
led by the vanguard of the working class closely linked
with the toiling masses.

This conference has shown that while the working
class has enemies: the feudal elements, the most reac-
tionary section of the bourgeoisie,those who benefit from
the near-fascist regimes supported and financed by Ame-
rican, British, French and Dutch imperialists, this same
working class has also its allies. They are the peasants*
intellectuals and other progressive sections of the popu-
lation. Thus, the working class and its trade unions are
not isolated. And we must never allow the attempts at
isolating the working class to succeed.

Our working class movement and its trade unions
must be up to their immense tasks. Certain aspects of
these tasks actually turn them into heroic struggles.

In the oppressed countries, the workers must be
fully conscious of what a genuine trade union move-,
ment can mean for them: the presence of the imperialists
is incompatible with the existence of a really free national
trade union movement, since, nationally speaking, the
country is not free. The trade union organisations of
the oppressed countries can only be truly democratic
from the moment when they are loyal to proletarian
internationalism, and are effectively affiliated to the
World Federation of Trade Unions.

By attempting to create a so-called Asiatic Federa-
tion of Labour, the splitmongering leaders of the British
TUC, the American CIO and AF of L aim to disrupt the
working class movement in Asia. Through this so-called
Federation, they plan to intervene in the internal life
of the trade unions in order to dominate them, just as
imperialism is dominating the countries in which it
settles. These attempts to create a new International
Trade Union Federation, which the American and
British divisionist leaders are currently carrying out in
London, clearly demonstrate that these leaders are in